PC Hardware Configuration

Lab 4


Memory Configuration Lab

The object of this lab is for you to perform two successful reconfigurations of memory on your lab computer. This Distance Learning lab is almost identical to the lab performed in class. The only difference is that I do not know how much memory you are starting with so you will need to take an extra screen shot.
Instruction Sequence:

1) Start your computer. Verify it is in a working state. (This will be the beginning step for every lab. Never trust what the user told you about the working state of the computer. Verify the state yourself before beginning any repair).

2) Open a browser, access the web and find out how much memory your computer is designed to handle. (I have given you some hits on the lab assignments page for lab 4 on where to look). When you find a page that tells you the maximum memory for your computer, record the URL (Copy & Paste it somewhere- you will be sending it to me in an email later).
3) Go to (Start-Settings-Control Panel-System) With the “General” tab selected take a screen shot using the “Prt Scr”  key near the top right of your keyboard.
4) Open Word-pad and edit-paste the clipboard into a word pad document (The Print screen command saves an image of the screen on the clipboard). Save this file where you can find it to be sent as an attachment to me in an email.
5) Put your grounding strap on and remove the computer case. (If you do not have an easy ground connection for your strap you can connect it to the metal case of the computer.

6) Locate the memory in your computer. You may have 1 to 4 sticks of DIMM memory (look it up in the book if you don’t know what DIMM is) in a system built in the last 7 years. If you have more than one stick of DIMM memory we can proceed. Otherwise we will need to buy or borrow another stick to complete the lab (we don’t need much a 32Mb stick on ebay should be quite cheap). Or if you have been planning to upgrade and add more memory to this system here is your opportunity.
7) Either remove or add a stick of memory from your computer. Many computers will like bank 0 to be filled first so if you remove that stick of DIMM, you will have to rotate the other(s).
8) Start your computer. Verify it is in a working state. (This will be the beginning step for every lab. Never trust what the user told you about the working state of the computer. Verify the state yourself before beginning any repair).

9) Go to (Start-Settings-Control Panel-System) With the “General” tab selected take a screen shot using the “Prt Scr”  key near the top right of your keyboard.

10) Open Word-pad and edit-paste the clipboard into a word pad document (The Print screen command saves an image of the screen on the clipboard). Save this file where you can find it to be sent as an attachment to me in an email.

11) Repeat steps 4-9 to get a 2nd configuration. Remember you can do a configuration with less memory for this lab so if you have 3 sticks of DIMM, remove one for the first part, remove a second for the 2nd part. Then restore the full memory configuration when you are done.
12) Send me an email with the subject “Assignment 4” Attach the 3 screen shots showing each memory configuration to your email. Also paste the URL showing the maximum memory for your computer into the email. You will send documents in .doc format or zip them up using winzip. (.rtf our preferred mode of sending attachments does not compress pictures, so if you use .rtf you need to use a zipping program.
That’s it you are done with lab 4.
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